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ARMS RACE HAS ALWAYS 
LED TO WAR 


—Crusade tor World 
Government 


N a statement adopted by its National Executive Committee on 
December 12, the Crusade for World Government declares its belief 
that the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation as at present constituted is 
essentially undemocratic, lists five weaknesses in its programme, and 
makes suggestions for a better way of overcoming world tension. 


The weaknesses which the Crusade 
sees in NATO are, briefly, as 


follows: 


1. Rearmament races in the past have 
always led to war. 


2. A Western rearmament drive ean only 
heighten world tensions. 


3. The defence plans envisaged are be- 
yond the economic capacity of most 
member states, and may result in their 
being helplessly dominated by the 
strongest member of the group. 


. There is little evidence that the Soviet 
bloc desires a shooting war with the 
West. 


. The defence schemes of both the Soviet 
and Western blocs, although permis- 
sible in terms of “ international cus- 
tom” and the UN charter, violate the 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


The Crusade declares its profound dis- 
satisfaction with the foreign policy aims of 
both the Soviet and Western blocs, and 
asserts that a rapprochement between them 
is possible if continued negotiation is car- 


We did not say it... 


As became clear towards the close of the 
discussion on the armistice line, there are 
three separate sets of data with which the 
public has to struggle. The first is the 
account of the negotiations given by the 
United Nations command in its press brief- 
ings. » The second is the account given by 
Peking Radio. The third is the whole truth. 


—Manchester Guardian, Dec. 11, 1951. 


ried out with a sincere desire to understand 
the other side’s point of view. 

HM Government is urged to have regard 
to the presence within the British Common- 
wealth of Nations of countries like India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon, and to use this rela- 
tionship as a means of East-West recon- 
ciliation rather than to follow policies such 
as are contained in NATO, which may en- 
danger the continuation of the very real and 
valuable links which the Commonwealth 
provides. 


World Government the only way 


Next the Crusade urges that HM Govern- 
ment should seek, in consultation with other 
governments, to devise means whereby a 
constitution for a World Federal Govern- 
ment could be drawn up. Such a govern- 
ment, it believes, is the only agency capable 
of preventing world war and ensuring poli- 
tical, social and economic justice for all. 

Finally the statement asks that a 
special committee of the United Nations 
should we set up, and remain jn _per- 
manent session, to devise means for (and 
through its ofhicials to supervise) the 
general disarmament of UN member 
states. 

“The vast saving in financial and 
material resources which would result would 
not only enable large-scale schemes of assis- 
tance to under-developed countries to be 
carried out,” the statement concludes, “ but 
would also contribute to the raising of 
standards of living everywhere. 

“We believe the industrially-advanced 
nations have a pressing moral obligation to 
eliminate hunger and human misery, with- 
out racial or credal discrimination, by 
utilising surplus resources in a scheme of 
Mutual World Aid.” 


 'W.O.M.A.N. INC. PLANS WORLD 
PRILGRIMAGE TO BERLIN 
To visit Churchill, Mao, Nehru and Stalin 


HE World Organisation of 

Mothers of All Nations Inc., 
New York, whose President is 
Dorothy Thompson, the well-known 
writer, has issued a manifesto ad- 
dressed to the representatives of all 
States in the United Nations, and the 
heads of all States not yet received 
within it. 

The manifesto points out that wheras 
the sacredness of human life is recognised 
by the laws of every state in the world, war 
alone trains masses of men to commit 
what for any individual man is the lowest 
of crimes. 

Women, it says, must now speak, with 
utter simplicity, with total conviction, 
above the battle of contending forces, on 
behalf of life itself. 

“There is no way partially to abolish 
war, by paper agreements, or by limita- 
tions or reductions of armaments. His- 
tory is strewed with the bones of such 
measures, and with the corpses and 
broken civilisations which have resulted 
from their inadequacy. 

“If war is a crime, a judgment pro- 
nounced upon the losers of the last war 
by their victors, all preparation for it is 
a crime. 

“ And if these preparations are under- 
taken, as all states proclaim them to be, 
only out of fear, the way to end the fear 
is to end the preparations—mutually, 


aimultaneously, and progressively, with 
nothing leas in mind, and fixed within a 


stated time, than the total, universal dis- 
armament of the whole world.” 


It is proposed that the final and universal 
adoption of the provisions should be cele- 
brated in a world-wide festival. 


“Let all the people in the world know 
that war and preparation for war are 
abolished, and the people themselves, in 
their own countries, will police the war- 
rant of security to their very lives, with 
a minimum of what other United Nations 
control is necessary.” 


Finally the manifesto calls for a world- 
wide plebiscite to determine whether the 
peoples of the world would support such a 
proposal. 


Pilgrimage to Berlin 


W.O.M.A.N. is planning an international 
pilgrimage of women to Berlin next year, 
a “great and solemn festival’? where “ the 
voice of Mothers should be raised above the 
present battle of ideologies, words and 
arms, on behalf of one eternal truth, that 
peace lies in doing unto others exactly as 
you would have others do unto you.” 


Leading up to this, there is to be a round- 
the-world trip of about one hundred women, 
who will call at the citadels of power in 
every major country. 


They will ask to see Churchill, Stalin, 
Mao Tse-tung, Nehru and others, and will 
ask the simple questions which every 
mother is asking throughout the world— 
who is preventing peace and why ? 


Enquiries and offers of support will be 
welcomed. W.O.M.A.N.’s address is 270 
Park Avenue, New York, 17. 


December 28, 1951 


Set up special U.N. | 


When will Britain be able to spend 
some of the £10 million allocated for 
reconstruction in Korea? 


Will any further money be granted 
for this work out of the £1,500 million 
or more to be spent on war prepartions 
by Britain in 1952? 

When will pictures like this one 
above, which Peace News obtained 


REARMAMENT IS NOT 
THE WAY TO PEACE 


— Prof. Lonsdale 


ANY people had to stand at the 

Hampstead Town Hall last 

week when Professor Kathleen Lons- 

dale spoke on her visit to Russia 
with six other Quakers. 


Describing their conference, at the begin- 
ning of their stay, with the Soviet Peace 
Committee—which includes people  dis- 
tinguished in many walks of life, Profes- 
sor Lonsdale said, “We told them that 
Quakers were great believers in the free- 
dom of the individual, and that we believed 
also that love and generosity and truth are 
more powerful than hatred and greed and 
fear, and must overcome them in the long 
run, and that you cannot make peace if you 
feel hatred or revenge.” 


They quote the Bible too! 


“Tt was very interesting to see their re- 
sponse. We told them that we believed that 
love, generosity and truth were attributes 


of God, and they replied that some of them _ 


were Marxists and did not believe in God. 
But we found that though they were 
Marxists, they were able to quote the Bible, 
and particularly the things that are usually 
quoted against pacifists by ecclesiastics in 
this country. 

“You cannot be reconciled with bandits,’ 
they said, and ‘if a bandit attacks your 
child you must defend it.’ 

“The difference,” said Professor Kath- 
leen Lonsdale, “is that to them we are 
the bandits, and to us they are the 
bandits. To us we are the policemen, and 
to them they are the policemen. When 
you get that kind of feeling, you have 
all the ingredients of war.” 

The Russians, said Professor Lonsdale, 
were quite certain that the people in this 
country wanted peace, and it was the 
Government who wanted war. 

As Friends they had been able to tell 
them that they did not believe that rearma- 
ment was the way to peace, but if the 
people of this country did not want rearma- 
ment they could stop it—they could change 
the governmént. Most people did acquiesce 
in the policy of rearmament, because they 
were as much afraid of Russia as Russia 
was of us. 

It was this atmosphere of fear that had 
got to be broken down. 

The speaker ended by quoting the four 
suggestions for the betterment of relations 
which were made by the delegation on 
their return, and said she thought one thing 
more was necessary—that+we should think 
of and pray for the Russians in the same 
spirit as we think of those dearest to us. 


Two Quakers on East + West relations 


-THREEPENCE 


Aftermath of war 


This United Nations picture shows 

residents of Seoul, capital of Korea, 

salvaging what they can from the 
ruins of their city. 


from the American Friends Service 
Council in the USA, appear in the 
British Press to stir the conscience of 
the people of Britain? 

When will the homes of the people 
of the world cease to be a target for 
bombs dropped by airmen who cannot 
see the destruction they cause? 

These are questions which need an 
answer in 1952. 


PATIENCE AND A 


TEN YEAR’S PLAN 
— Paul Cadbury 


ATIENCE and a ten years plan 
would be likely to be required, 
in the view of Mr. Paul Cadbury, one 
of the recent Quaker delegation to 
the Soviet Union, to secure the open- 
ing of the doors so that people of the 
West would be as free to meet and 
talk with the people of Russia as are, 
say, the people of Britain to meet 
and talk with the people of France 
or Holland today. 


He was addressing a meeting of the Fleet 
Street Forum, a body of journalists or- 
ganised to get the truth because of their 
concern at the irresponsible way in which 
news is treated in the face of the danger 
of war. 

Paul Cadbury thought the Russians were 
capable of persuading themselves that the 
facilities they provided for the entry of in- 


(Continued on page siz) 

N Novy, 19, 1951, the organisers of a 

non-party woman’s peace congress sent 
a letter to the President of the Government 
of Stade, North Germany, informing him 
that the congress was to be held at Cux- 
haven on Dec. 2 and giving a short outline 
of their aims and purposes. 

No reply was received. 

The hall had_ been booked, the decorations 
were up. On the evening of Dec. 1 a big 
streamer advertising the congress greeted 
the organisers as they arrived at the sta- 
tion to complete last-minute arrangements. 

_ On the morning of Dec. 2 the police 

intervened. They invaded the hall, tore 

down a banner with the inscription “ Live 
for Peace,” read the “riot act,” took 
names and addresses, and when _ the 

Women unanimously refused to have the 

centents of their handbags inspected, 

bundied them into a “ Black Maria” and 
took them to police headquarters. 

There followed a closé cross examination 
of the organisers under the more or less 
open accusation of Communist connections 
(which was entirely unfounded). 

Handbags were at last opened, their con- 
tents scrutinised and many papers seized. 
This was not quite the end of the congress, 
for some 250 women later gathered outside 
the city and drew up a resolution of protest. 


(See “ Behind the News"—page two) 
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AMERICAN PRESSURE 


ON THE JAPANESE 


R. JOHN FOSTER DULLES, 
whose plan for the creation of 
“a striking force of great power” to 
act as a “community punishing 
power” stationed at convenient 
places round the Russian perimeter 
was described in Peace News for 
Dec. 7, is on a special mission to the 
Japanese Government. 


What representations he has been 
making has not been officially stated, 
but there is a rumour that he has 
been seeking to persuade the 
Japanese government to recognise 
the government of Chiang Kai-shek 
as the government of China. 


Jt is reported also that on Sunday, 
Dec. 18 he left Tokio to pay a visit 
to Syngman Rhee in order to reassure 
him in regard to his repeated asser- 
tion that the only satisfactory settle- 
ment after the armistice will be one 
which will provide for the unity of 
Korea under the Government of 
Syngman Rhee. 

* 


If the account of the representations 
that are being made to the Japanese 1s 
true the kind of persuasion that is being 
exercised is that of which the Japanese 
have already had experience when they 
were “ persuaded ” to sign an agreement for 
the establishment of American bomber 
bases on the same day as they were given 
the opportunity to sign the San Francisco 
“ Peace” Treaty. 

If the story as to the activities of Mr. 
Dulles is true he has told the Japanese 
Government that the American Congress 
may delay the ratification of the San Fran- 
cisco Treaty unless the Japanese join with 
the USA in the recognition of Chiang Kai- 
shek. 


The Japanese are apparently to be used 
as a caps nation and treated as an in- 
strument for the furthering of the Ameri- 
can conception of a world order. 


* 


Should there be truth in this rumour 
no time should be lost in making it. clear 
to America that Great Britain is in em- 
phatic disagreement with the American 
action. The matter should not await Mr. 
Churchill’s visit to Washington. 


Great Britain has recognised the Peking 
Government of China: a fact of consequence 
when the political aspects of a Korean 
peace have to be considered after the settle- 
ment of an armistice. 


* 


When Mr. Churchill goes to Washington 
an important subject for discussion will be 
Great Britain’s financial need that is a 
consequence of its armaments programme, 
and it is highly probable that the installa- 
tion of American atomic bomber bases in 
Great Britain will have a place in the con- 
sideration of the financial relationship of 
the two nations. 


There must be no question that the Bri- 
tish attitude to the Chinese Government is 
up for sale, however. 


The pernicketty maladroitness with which 
the Korean Armistice discussions have been 
conducted may quite likely have its ex- 
planation in an American realisation that it 
will be impossible to pass on to the poli- 
tical aspects of a peace without revealing 
the very important differences between 
those associated in the Korean action un- 
der the United Nations banner. 


It is evident that from the British stand- 
oint the making of a Korean peace must 
Pe followed by the admission of the Chinese 
Government to the United Nations—what- 
ever may be the preliminary steps to the 
arriving at this objective. 


This must inevitably, be followed 
by a United Nations decision that Ameri- 
can military installations must be with- 
drawn from Formosa. 


If these developments are assumed ag 
desirable by many of the nations repre- 
sented in UN (and in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation for that matter) it is 
quite obvious that a political crime will 
have been engineered if the Japanese have 
been coerced into lining up behind Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

it should be made clear right away that 
this is the British view. 


| 
pared with the very different pronounce- 
ments he was making when he was leading 
I 


Paris, Washington—and 
then Moscow? 


R. CHURCHILL has paid his 
visit to Paris. Next he goes 
to Washington. 


Will he after that make a journey to 
Moscow ? 


This is one possibility we have to keep 
in view; and if such a step should be in his 
mind it may influence the character of the 
understandings he is likely to be arriving 
at in Paris and Washington. 

Nothing that was not to be assumed in 
advance 1s to be learned from the Press 
statement put out after the talks with MM. 
Pleven and Schuman. All this conveyed 
was that everything is for the best in the 
best of all possible Anglo-French relation- 
ships. 

‘there has been a good deal of comment in 
the French Press, however, on the reserve 
and aloofness displayed by the Prime Mini- 
ster with regard to the various arrange- 
ments for the unification of Europe as com- 


an opposition. 

However, the Americans desire the closer 
integration of Britain with the European 
continent both economically and militarily, 
and it is conceivable that_the Prime Mini- 
ster is keeping the maiter open as some- 
thing that may be useful in the process of 
bargaining. 

The French journal Frane Tireur makes 
the quite different suggestion that he will 
propose—in return for credits, coal, steel 
and equipment—a close Anglo-American 
association; a proposal of the type made in 
his 1946 Fulton speech. This, however, 
was probably just one of those personal im- 
pulses to which Mr. Chuychill is prone. 

Geographically, economically and cultur- 
ally Britain is part of Europe and not of 
America and it is to be desired that Britain 
should help to consolidate European unity 
if this could be done without building up a 
military structure that would be likely to 
threaten European destruction, 


The bomber bases 


Another factor that is likely to provide a 
basis for bargaining is the British siting of 
American aerodromes. 

These provide for 20,000 Americans. 

Their establishment has so far been kept 
very tentative and the Prime Minister may 
seek to do a deal in providing a regularised 
and more permanent status for them. The 
gravity for the British people of their pre- 
sence here has been repeatedly emphasised 
by him of late inside the House and out of 
it. 

There are unfortunately other things that 
can be sold for American dollars. One of 
these is referred to in our leading article. 
Although we hope that there will not be 
deals of this kind we frankly do not think 
that there is much that is good for this 
country can come out pf Mr. Churchill’s 
visit to America unless it is undertaken as 
a preliminary to a later approach to Ruksia 
that might very well take the form of a 
visit by Mr. Churchill to Mr. Stalin. 


Crucifixion of Korea 


S we go to Press, which, because 

of Christmas, is earlier than 

usual, there seems to be little chance 

that the discussion on the Korean 

armistice will have brought a settle- 

ment before the date fixed as the 
time-limit, Dec. 27. . 

It is possible that the negotiations will 
rush to a conclusion in the last two or three 
days and this is to be hoped. \ 

Should they break down, however, it must 
be said that, even judging by the reports 
issued from the UN Command Head- 
quarters, it would appear that it is the Wes- 
tern powers that have been most obstruc- 
tive. 

This impression would seem to be at 
variance with one of the contentions of Sir 
John Pratt jn an address to the Musicians’ 
Organisation for Peace. ; 

He wrged that it was futile to expect the 
Chinese to agree to an armistice while the 
Americans were still in Formosa. We 
frankly hope that this inference that he 
! has drawn is not a sound one. ' 
| It is true,that the discussion of the poli- 

tical aspects of a settlement are of a great 
deal more importance than the terms of the 
| military armistice, and we have urged that 
| it is desirable for the United Nations to be 
| discussing the principles upon which a poli- 
tical settlement should be arrived at. _ 

| Whatever may be the Chinese case with 
regard to Formosa and_ to the position of 
‘the Americans in the East generally, the 
| primary concern in the immediate discus- 
| sions should be the Korean people. 
; It is an evil thing if there is to be inter- 
! minable manoeuvring over the prostrate 
body of Korea, It is time the Powers be- 
gan to try to make amends to those of the 
Korean people they have left alive for the 
great wrong that has been inflicted upon 
them by both the power groups. 


The PPU and News 


HE letter that the PPU sent to 
the Russian magazine, “ News,” 
and which has been published in our 
last two issues was a long one and 
although those who were responsible 
| for it doubtless hoped that it might 
| be published in News in full they 
‘ould hardly have been disappointed 
| that it was only included in part. 
What will have disappointed most people 
i who have read the letter in our columns and 


ee 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


have seen what was selected for publication 
from the whole will be the careful discrmi- 
nation that has been exercised in elimina- 
ting everything that implied any possibility 
of disagreement with the Russian tttitude. 
The one exception was the statement that 
the PPU has not associated itself with the 
World Peace Council Appeal. 
Here M. Morozov, the Editor, comments: 
“This part of Dr. Comfort’s letter does 
not appear to us to be as clear and 
straightforward as the rest of it. The 
Stockhulm Appeal has been signed by 
500 million people residing in all parts 
of the world. Among them are people 
holding the most diverse political and reli- 
gious views, members of various politi- 
eal parties, and individuals who do not 
belong to any party . Is there any logic, 
therefore in refusing to sign the appeal 
to outlaw the atomic weapon only because 
Communists are among the millions of 
people who uphold it.’” 
The trouble for pacifists is not that Com- 
munists are among’ the people signing the 


A TOAST 


I give you the New Year; there’s no 
returning 

For those who have seen the Holy Grail 
burning, 

A shrine for mortal footsteps, where 
afar 

World Peace shines out as mankind's 
guiding star. 

Take courage then; our dream shall 
yet come true 

When dreaming turns to deeds, amongst 
the few. 

PHYLLIS VALLANCE 


appeal. It is that, rightly or wrongly, they 
believe it to be impossible for any appeal 
issued by the World Peace Council to in- 
clude issues covering matters where, in 
their view, Russia and its associated nations 
are pursuing policies that act against the 
peace of the world. 

Pacifists do not believe, to take just one 
example, that it would be possible for the 
World Peace Council to make a declaration 
in favour of freedom of movement for ordi- 
nary men and women that would make pos- 
sible the same kind of easy contact between 
Russian men and women and the people of 
other nations as there is for, say, the 
French, the Dutch and the British. 

The trouble is that just as “ News” finds 
it difficult to permit the expression of even 
implied criticisms of the Soviet regime so 
does the World Peace Council. 


Obstruction 


HE discharge of the Communist 
Parliamentary candidate for 
the Brightside Division of Sheffield 
after police proceedings against him 
for obstruction is worthy of note, and 
it is to be hoped that this is not the 
last that will be heard of the parti- 
cular line of argument that secured 
this result. 


The police said that Mr. Hill was address- 
ing a crowd of about 200 in a busy shop- 
ping centre. Mr, Hill denied that there was 
obstruction and remarked that he had only 
been doing what other candidates had done. 


He was defended by Lord Morvis of Ken- 
wood, a former Sheffield MP, who put the 
same point with rather more force. Both 
Mr. Churchill and Mr. Attlee, he said, had 
committed the same offence by causing ob- 
struction at open-air meetings. The com- 
parison between Mr. Hill’s 200 and the 
enormous crowds brought together at the 
advent in a town of either of the two party 
leaders must have struck the Bench as de- 
cisive. Perhaps there also came into their 
minds the inconvenience caused to great 
numbers of people through the disorganisa- 
tion of the traftic because of the ceremonial 
progress of these and other great person- 
ages through busy cities. Anyhow, the 
Chairman said that the case was proved, 
but in the circumstances Mr. Hill would be 
given an absolute discharge. 

These circumstances—the contrast be- 
tween the degree of obstruction and incon- 
venience caused—have even more force 
when a seller of Peace News is held to be 
causing an obstruction on a pavement, 
while some VIP is regarded as being justi- 
fied in causing the disorganisation of the 
activities of an entire district. 


Too little German militarism 


N Peace News for Dec. 14 we gave 

an account of the difficulties en- 
countered by a party of German 
women travelling to Bremen to listen 
to addresses on Peace by the wives 
of the American and French High 
Commissioners in Germany. 


The trouble was that the women con- 
cerned were strongly opposed to German 
militarism, while Mrs. McCloy and Madame 
Poncet were taking the view that there was 
quite a bit to be said in its favour. 

On the front page of this issue we pub- 


which women have to contend who wish to 
testify in favour of a demilitarised Ger- 
many. There is another aspect of this ques- 
tion of which news reaches us. 

It is not yet seven years since the vic- 
torious allies told the German _ people 
through the radio and by means of leaflets 
that it was sheer madness to blow up 
bridges in Germany in the face of an ad- 
vancing enemy equipped with every device 
of modern warfare. Most Germans agreed, 
and some of them actually had the courage 
to prevent such wanton and useless destruc- 
tion. 

This time the allied military authorities 
themselves are preparing bridges all over 
Western Germany in such a way that they 
can be blown up at a moment's notice. 
Some of the bridges so prepared have only 
just been rebuilt after having been blown 
up with no appreciable effect on the allied 
advance in 1945. 

At the end of November 1951, the court 
of the American High Commissioner at 
Kassel, Germany, sentenced four young men 
to terms of imprisonment ranging from 
three months to two years for a crime that 
seven years ago would have been regarded 
as an act of heroism presumably by the 
very people who have now pronounced 
sentence, 

The four youngsters sentenced at Kassel 
have had the audacity (possibly owing to 
that anti-militaristic re-education with 
which “the peace-loving peoples of the 
world” were to help them after the war) 
to fill up with concrete the holes which had 
been made in a bridge ready to receive the 
fatal charge. 

It took five people 35 minutes to remove 
the concrete after the “ plot” had been dis- 
covered, It will take some of these lads two 
years to regain their freedom, during which 
time they will dubtlessly receive a lesson 
in citizenship, democracy and the love of 
peace which they are not likely to forget 
as long as they live. 


Niemoller’s advice 


There is at least one person in Germany 
today whose voice carries some weight and 
who has not, as yet, been silenced because 
of a subversive desire for peace. A German 
mother, frantic with grief and fear at the 
increasing danger of German rearmament, 
wrote a letter to Pastor Niemoller, appeal- 
ing to him for comfort and advice. In his 
reply Pastor Niemoller_ writes: “I myself 
do not yet believe that German rearmament 
is mevitable, But if it should come, my 
three sons will certainly refuse military ser- 
vice, and take the consequences, and I can 
only advise your son to do the same, even 


shows I cannot make such a decision for 
im, 


For old times’ sake 


y. LTHOUGH no word of it has ever 

appeared in the Spanish press, arms 
makers in Vergara, Eibar and Plascencia 
have been exporting to the West German 
Republic moderate shipments of small arms, 
chiefly revolvers and automatic pistols, say 
Worldover Press. A deal has now been 
worked, however, by which German indus- 
trialists are to invest capital in Spanish 
arms factories. 

Does this mark Franco’s conversion to 
democracy, or his grateful repayment of 
Germany’s aid in the Spanish civil war ? 
Or is it perahps intended to lay the founda- 
tions of a possible Axis revival ? 


SR re ee 


THE LAST CHANCE 


OVE still need £160 by Jan. 5, 1952, when 
we close our books for the year. Week 
by week the total in Headquarters Fund of 
tne Peace Pledge Union has grown until 
we passed our previous record and went 
hopet ay forward to our aim of £1,000 for 

ol. 

Contributions have come in from old-age 
pensioners (who sometimes sent the whole 
of their week’s pension), from those who 
wanted to celebrate an anniversary or ex- 
press their thanks for some blessing, and 
from others who wanted to share with us 2 
legacy or gift which they had received. 

Some have sent Pounds, others a few 
stamps; all have been welcomed with the 
same appreciation, Indeed, so generous 
and consistent has been the response that 
I feel sure we can still reach our aim by the 
end of the year—but this is the last chance. 

How many readers could, in the spirit of 
peace and goodwill, spare, say, £10 each? 

What reader could not send us something, 
however, small, with their good wishes for 
the New Year? 

Before Christmastide is ever and we face 
the responsibility and the hopes of another 
year, will you please get out your cheque- 
books or ask your bank to transfer to our 
account (MP 71 Co-operative Wholesale 
Society Banking Department, Leman Street, 
London, E.1.) any odd shillings and pence 
in your account at the end of the year? 

_ They will see to it: you will hardly miss 
it. It is as easy as that! 

Or will you go without fail to the post 
office and send us a postal order (we like 
the red sort best!) or a book of stamps? 

I feel sure that it is in the heart of 
everyone who reads this to do so, but you 
might forget if you do not do it at once. 
What better way of ringing out the old 
year and ringing in the new than te let 
a special gift to the PPU sum up your 
work for peace in 195], and your hopes 
for its fulfilment in 1952. 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 
We aym at £1,000 for 1951. 
We gratefully acknowledge 
the receipt of £840. 
We hopefully appeal for £160 by Jan. 5, 
Donations to the Peace Pledge Uxton 
should be sent marked Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick 


lish another account of the obstacles with; Sheppard Hous, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
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MILITARY PROSECUTOR 
RE-WRITES COMMANDMENT 


Thou shalt not 
assassinate 


AN VAN LIERDE, a_ young 
Belgian pacifist, who had al- 
ready served a sentence of a year for 
refusing military service, wrote to 
the military authorities following a 
new call-up to inform them that he 
proposed to attend at the military 
centre at Namur and renew his re- 
fusal to accept military service. 


This time the military authorities were 
apparently not willing that the matter 
should be dealt with as a consequence of a 
formal refusal. On his arrival therefore, an 
officer, Captain Moreau, proceded to read to 
him passages from military law setting out 
his obligations as to military service. Jan 
Van Lierde said that he did not propose 
to listen to this, so he was forcibly held by 
the wrists by two military policemen and 
some non-commissioned officers. 


There was a conflict of evidence as to the 
degree of violence that was used in this 
procedure. The Captain complained that 
Van Lierde had kicked a piece of furniture 
in the office, but Van Lierde said that he 
had suffered from having his wrists twisted 
for five minutes before this happened. 


This was followed by an attempt to force 
him into uniform, but his struggles pre- 
vented this. To the charge of refusing to 
serve therefore was added the further 
charge of insubordination (“ outrage ”’) to 
his superiors. The prosecutor asked for a 
sentence of six months for the refusal and 
three months for insubordination and this 
was the sentence given. 

The prosecutor, a M. Dubois, deserves a 
special place in the record for a little origi- 
nal biblical exegesis. 

Some theologians, he claimed, were not 
good at interpreting the commandment 
“Thou shalt not kill’; it was necessary to 
read this as ‘“ Thou shalt not assassinate.” 


A great deal of convincing testimony 
was given before the Court as to Jan Van 
Lierde’s sincerity, and his self-sacrificing 
work in the Scout movement and among the 
“ Jocists ’’—the organisation of Catholic 
youth. 


Swiss protest against 
war taxes 


A SWISS reader of Peace News has re- 
f fused to pay income tax (“Wehrsteur” 
~—wNational Defence tax, which goes into the 
general treasury, but part of which is spent 
on armaments). She has hitherto paid the 
tax, but this year decided not to do so be- 
cause of the Korean war and the arms race. 
She wrote a letter to the President of the 
Swiss Confederation enclosing her tax- 
statement, explaining why she felt impelled 
to refuse to pay it, and enclosing a recepit 
for an equal amount that she had sent to 
the Swiss Branch of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace as an indica- 
tion that she was willing to contribute for 
construction if not for destruction. She 
sent a copy of the letter to the tax office. 


The President sent her a very polite 
answer, acknowledging the sincerity of her 
motives, but expressing regret at her deci- 
sion and asking her to give it further con- 
sideration and to pay the tax, The tax- 
office wrote in a simialr sense and again 
enclosed the tax-statement. 


She thereupon wrote again to both ex- 
plaining more fully her reasons. The Presi- 
dent then wrote to say that he regretted 
that she was not able to share the popular 
interpretation of the Swiss law and hoping 
that this would not get her into too much 
trouble. The tax-ofneer asked her to call 
to see him. After a quite friendly talk he 
explained that the consequences of her re- 
fusal would be first prosecution and then 
distraint. 

The prosecution took place and then the 
distraint officer called and gave our reader 
the choice of paying in money or having 
a piece of furniture taken away. ‘There 
being no way of implementing her refusal 
by going to prison she decided to pay in 
money instead of in/ furniture. She re- 
marks, however, that she had the satisfac- 
tion of being able to explain the pacifist 
position to several people and that she 
anticipates following this proceedure with 
each new imposition of the Wehrsteur. 


s6Is it worth it?» 


— U.S. Marine 


MHE “ Palo Alto Times” (USA) of Nov. 
“ 8, contains a vivid description by an 
American marine of how his company cap- 
tured a hill in Korea, fighting all day long 
through a steady rain of bullets, with one 
man after another falling dead or horribly 
mutilated. 

At the end of the day, they dug them- 
selves in for the night, but “ tonight, may- 
be, the enemy would be back and the pro- 
cedure would be reversed. It didn’t matter, 
really, if your number was up you would 
get it, and if you were lucky it woujd be 
just bad enough to get you a one-way ticket 
‘to some naval hospital near home. 

“Is it worth it? All the blood, broken 
bodies, and deatlr-?. All the buddies you 
aay going down ? a the hell of the 
‘world staring you in the face as you 

the hill? Is it worth all that?” ie 


Mercenaries in new war in the Orient 


JAPANESE TREATY MEANS 


OCCUPATION 


BY THE USA 


HE Nationa} Council of the American Fellowship of Reconciliation, 

which has a membership of about 14,000 in the USA has gone on 
record, according to a statement issued by Rev. A. J. Muste, National 
Secretary, opposing the ratification of the Japanese Peace Treaty and the 
accompanying Security Pact by the United States Senate and pledging 
iM to do whatever we can to prevent our country from taking further part 
in the folly and crime of promoting the remilitarisation of Japan.” 


The FoR statement says: 


The Japanese Peace Treaty and the 
accompanying Mutual Security Pact are to 
come before the U.S. Senate for ratification 
in the New Year. 

It is gratifying that the Treaty is free 
from the punitive aspects which have often 
characterised such instruments in the past. 


However, the Peace Treaty and the 
Security Pact between the United States 
and Japaa definitely provide for the revival 
of a Japanese military establishment and 
for the stationing of American forces in 
Japan. 


These instruments are, therefore, funda- 
mentally incompatible with the Japanese 
Constitution which, with the blessing of the 
American Occupation, contains a_ clause 
which renounces all war and any form of 
military preparation in the most solemn and 
specific terms. 


Occupation to go on 


To impose remilitarisation on Japan as a 
condition of a peace treaty is not to recog- 
nise Japan as genuinely independent and 
sovereign, and means that the occupation of 
the country by the United States is termi- 
nated in name but not in fact. Japan re- 
mains an American base in the war between 
East and West, and its people a likely tar- 
get for future atomic attack. 


Furthermore, remilitarisation brings back 
into positions of influence and power many 
of the same militarists and industrialists 
who were responsible for the upsurge of 
Japanese militarism before the war. 

The soldiers in the new Japanese Army 
will in effect be American “mercenaries” 
in new wars in the Orient. 

Such a development as this cannot but 
seem provocative to Russia and China and 
is bound to increase the distrust and hatred 
of our country already felt by millions of 
other Asian peoples. 

The policy symbolised by the Treaty and 
the Pact shoulders the Japanese economy 
with a military budget. Japan as part of 
an American bloc is cut off from natural 
economic contacts with nearby China and 
Russia. At the moment when we are wit- 
nessing the desperate economic crisis pre- 
cipitated in Western European lands by the 
rearmament programme, it is folly to im- 
pose an intolerable burden on the much 
poorer Japanese economy. To do so clearly 
involves a further strain on the American 
economy also, and a still further drain on 
the American taxpayer. 


Japanese pacifists call for support 


The first all-Japan membership confer- 
ence of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
held at Gotenba, Japan, Sept. 22-24, 1951, 
declared 

“We deem it our duty as citizens of 
our nation as well as Christians, to op- 


Jamaica tears a 
worse hurricane: 
war 


ITN an article published recently in the 

Jamaican “ Sunday Gleaner,” Mr. Matt 
Schermer shows how the advent of world 
war would imperil the scheme for re- 
building Jamaican homes after the hurri- 
cane—housing still in the planning stage 
would be set aside as ‘ non-essential,” 
materials would be diverted to war needs, 
finance would become unavailable and. 
finally, the possibility of atom bombing 
would make it seem a waste of time to 
build homes which might at any moment 
be pulverised. 

One thing everyone can do to help to 
avert such a catastrophe, he writes, is to 
support the Jamaican UNA’s plan for a 
World Peace Referendum (PN, June 29), 
and he urges all his readers to write to 
Luis Nervo, President of the UN Assembly 
at Paris, urging the use of the referendum 
to achieve peace. 

The referendum already has the support 
of Lord Boyd Orr, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
James Walker (of the American Society of 
Friends) and of the United Nations Asso- 
ciations of Israel, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Poland and India. 


} Hiawatha was too red! 


“Censorship in the name of patriotism 
occurs on an unorganised basis too. Per- 
haps the most sensitive example of it was 
provided by a Hollywood motion-picture 
studio which, after six months of work, 
shelved plans to produce a film dealing 
with the life and exploits of Hiawatha, the 
Onondago Indian chief immortalised by 
Longfellow. Hiawatha had succeeded in 
establishing peace among the warring Five 
Nations; and it was felt, according to a 
studio spokesman, that this might cause the 
film to be regarded as a message for peace 
and. thus as Communist propaganda.” 

—Alan Barth, The Loyalty of Free 
Men (Gollancz). 


pose the ratification of these treaties, 
and to do whatever we can to prevent re- 
armament. We appeal to all kindred- 
minded people in the world to help us 
in our effort against rearmament.” 


We likewise oppose the ratification of 
the Peace Treaty and the Security Pact by 
the U.S. Senate, and pledge ourselves to do 
whatever we can to prevent our country 
from taking further part in the folly and 
crime of promoting the remilitarisation of 
Japan. 


However plausible some of the arguments 
for accepting these instruments as accom- 
plished facts may be, we are convinced that 
in the USA as in Japan opposition to the 
policy which they embody must continue and 
an, earnest effort made to work out a policy 
springing from reliance on the spirit of 
good will and reconciliation rather than on 
military force. To do otherwise would, we 
believe, be politically unwise and morally 
wrong. 


How the 
Monte Cassino 
treasures were 


saved 
By Frank Dawtry 

OME day we must produce a new 

Ponsonby, to collect from the 

last war the stories later proved to be 

false, as Arthur Ponsonby did during 

and after the first world war. The 

result of his work, ‘“ Falsehood in 

War Time,” is a classic reference 
book. 


When the Monastery of Monte Cassino 
fell during the Italian campaign in 
1943-44, it was stated and widely believed, 
that the Monastery had been denuded of its 
treasures which had been looted for the 
benefit of Hermann Goering. The fact that 
we had attacked and badly damaged this 
priceless building was of course merely 
incidental—a hazard of war. 


The building had contained paintings by 
Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Titian, Tin- 
toretto, Pieter Brughel; precious vases 
found in Pompeii; and there was also a 
library of 80,000 volumes, and documents 
dating back to the eighth century. 


* 


We now discover, however, that when the 
Germans knew our advance must continue, 
they decided that their best defence line 
would run across the hill where the 
Monastery stood, and that therefore the 
Monastery would be in great danger. 


Lt-Col. Julius Schlegel of the Hermann 
Goering Panzer Division was very con- 
cerned about this. He covld not tell the 
Monks that their home was to be a defen- 
sive position; but he made a venturesome 
visit to the Abbot and tried to hint to him 
that danger might come; bombs had already 
fallen near; sacred buildings were no safer 
than any others: a church nearby had 
already been destroyed by a bomb, 


It took a number of visits, and the per- 
suasions of younger monks, to convince the 
Abbot that there was a case for the removal 
of the treasures. Finally Col. Schlegel 
offered to have one lorry packed and to send 
it to the Vatican City where the treasures 
should be stored, and to send two of the 
Monks with it. When the Monks returned 
with assurances that the promise had been 
honoured, the Abbot agreed to other 


! treasures being removed. 


* 


Col. Schlegel took charge of the opera- 
tions and put at the disposal of the 
Monastery as many soldiers as he could 
spare. His commanding officer, General 
Conrad endorsed what he was doing and 
arranged for additional helpers to be made 
available. The Monastic treasures and the 
works deposited in the Monastery for 
safety were taken into the Vatican City; 
the art collections were removed to a Castle 
in Spoleto (where they were unharmed); 
and, at the Abbot’s request, 70 refugee 
nuns were transported to the Vatican. This 
convoy came under heavy air bombardment, 
including dive bombers, but without 
casualties. 


The Monastery is now being rebuilt, and 
many of its possessions have been returned 
from the Vatican City. , 


This story appeared in The Times on 
Nov. 8, 1951, but it is necessary to add that 
evidence has since appeared to the effect 
that before the intervention of Col. Schle- 
gel, one or two famous masterpieces had 
been taken to the Goering collection, and 
these were the subject of Italian restitution 
claims after the war, when the paintings 
and jewels concerned were returned by the 
American Military Government in 1947. 
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Peace Builders 


active in Israel 
JEWS AND ARABS 


¥rom W. ESMA BURROUGH 


[NSPIRED by the work of Peace Builders 

in other countries’ a group of Arabs 
and Jews of varied backgrounds have been 
meeting regularly in the YMCA in Jerusa- 
lem; sometimes for talks and discussions 
on Gandhi and non-violence, sometimes to 
have an international festival of folk-songs, 
Stories and dances; sometimes to consider 
more practical local peace action and 
community service. 

The group has made several trips to the 
nearby Arab village of Abu-Gosh, where 
they were warmly received. To show their 
friendship in a practical way they plan to 
work with some of the villagers in building 
a latrine for the school, which has over 100 
children and no toilet facilities. 

Bob Luitweiler, a field secretary for the 
Peace Builders movement, has helped to or- 
ganise the group and put them in contact 
with peace action groups in other countries. 

All members of the group are seeking 
peaceful methods although only a few have 
accepted non-violence. Strong bonds of 
fellowship between Arabs and Jews have 
grown out of the gatherings, but the future 
of the group is uncertain. 

Arab’s plight 

War resisters and especially young ener- 
getic people who are interested in practical 
peace action and community service will be 
very welcome to join them. 

Bob _Luitweiler wrote 
recently: 

“ There is a truce here. The ear-rending 
explosions are only the blasting of founda- 
tions for new houses in this fast-building 
country, but the war spirit is still very high. 

“Thousands of Arabs, for the ‘crime’ of 
leaving their villages to escape the fighting, 
now barely eke out an existence on the 
meagre relief trickling down to them from 
the UN through the corrupt Arab govern- 
ments. 

st For three years they have roasted and 
frozen in tents with no prospect of work or 
a decent future. Every night some cross 
the. line to visit relatives or to steal from 
their former villages now inhabited by 
Jewish refugees, and every night many are 
killed by soldiers and guards. 

“The plight of the thousands of Jewish 
refugees is little better. Forced out of the 
Moslem countries with nothing but the 
clothes they are wearing into a country that 
is breaking its back to take in the hapless 
hordes from all corners of the earth, they 
are in no mood to love the Arabs, who they 
often regard as representatives of the 
regimes that persecuted them. 

“In few places in the world is Hitler's 
racial mentality so living. The Jews blame 
the Israeli Arabs for the misdeeds of Egypt 
and Syria, while the Arab countries perse- 
cute their Jews for Israel’s  mis- 
appropriations. 

Jew’s enthusiasm 

“The Jews’ wild enthusiasm for a home 
at last where they no longer live in fear of 
pogroms and gas-chambers becomes irra- 
tionally fanatical. Building the promised 
land is the all-engrossing order of the day 
—the new religion. Nothing else counts. 
If there is not room for both Arab and Jew 
few object to’squeezing the Arab out with 
subtle irritating discriminations. 

“Most Arabs would leave Israel tomor- 
row if they could take with them their pro- 
perty, but only the equivalent of £100 would 
be allowed them and the rest confiscated. 

“Under these difficult circumstances— 
with people all without experience in the 
philosophy and practice of non-violence— 
Peace Builders took a chance on faith. The 
group has not charted a definite course, but 
many peaceful seeds are sown and the 
people have joined together with a will to 
go forward. Anyone wishing to contact 
them should write Dr. Becher, Blilivs 
House, Jeshaya Street, Jerusalem, Israel.’ 


BRIEFLY... 


A free dental overhaul for American COs 
entering prison has been offered by Dr. 
Lindell Leathers, of Washington, DC, A 
Philadelphia optician offers glasses at 
cost price and a number of lawyers are 
giving their services to COs. 

“Rebuilding Warsaw Cathedral,” a paint- 
ing by Walter Spradbury, chairman of 
Woodford and District Peace Committee, 


as prominently displayed at the current 
art exhibition in the Guildhall. 


from Israel 


Emrys Hughes, M.P. 


writes every week In 
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A Danish Paetfist visits Russia 
exe tt’ IT WAS DETERMINED TO SEE WITH MY OWN EYES, writes 


HEN staying in London last | 


year I came across a report 
written by twenty British trade 
unionists on their “truth-gathering 
tour of the Soviet Union.” I was 
much impressed by this, as it pre- 
sented a picture of this country and 
its population which was almost as 
different from the picture we get 
from the Press as day from night. 
These people were not Communists 
but they were unanimous in their 
statement that everything in the 
USSR was much better than they 


had ever imagined. 

These people had seen “the truth—with 
their own eyes.” And this truth was identi- 
cal with the truth we read about in the 
orthodox Communist propaganda. Now, 
what is the real truth then? What can 
be recognised by the tolerant and objective 
Western democrat as the “true truth” of 
the USSR? ; ’ 

I have often thought of this question and 
read all sorts of reports—favourable as un- 
favourable. And as they contradicted each 
other on all crucial issues they did not 
in the least contribute to clarifying the 
matter. 

In April this year I was invited by the 
Danish Young Communist League to visit 
the Soviet Union for three weeks as a 
member of a Danish youth delegation in- 
vited by the Antifascist Committee of Soviet 
Youth. Our delegation consisted of seven 
Communists or “ fellow-travellers”’ and a 
representative of the youth organisation of 
the Henry George Party, a representative of 
the Young Conservatives and me_as_ the 
representative of the Young  Radical- 
Liberals. (We did not represent our or- 
ganisations however, as we were invited as 
private persons). 

% 


Before we left we were informed by the 
national chairman of the Young Com- 
munists that we were only expected to give 
an honest report of what we had:seen. And 
he added that we would have no reason for 
being afraid of putting questions and ex- 
pressing our individual wishes as to what 
we wanted to see in the USSR. 

Before leaving I was determined to try 
to see with my own eyes what the life of 
ordinary women and men was like. We 
knew beforehand that we were going on 
conducted tours, but 1 had hoped that our 
Russian guides would give us opportunities 
too for going about on our own and perhaps 
seeing things that were not planned~for us. 

We did not learn much, however, by visit- 
ing factories, workers’ clubs, museums, 
government offices (dealing with cultural, 
sports and social services matters), parks, 
sportsgrounds, theatres, etc. We did not 
meet that “ man in the street,” and we saw 
nothing “ behind the stage.” We only met 
the top-people, who generally speaking 
knew no non-Russian language. 

Our delegation was too much conducted 
—and that—unfortunately to the places of 
least interest to the inquisitive traveller. 

We tried vainly to find answers to the 
questions our friends would inevitably put 
to us on our return. Is everything as good 
as we are told ?_ How do they educate their 
young generation ? Do _ the Russians 
genuinely go for peace? How does socia- 
lism work ? Are the Soviet citizens as 
happy as it is often maintained? How does 
the ordinary citizen live ?_ Are the Russians 
allowed to listen to broadcasting and read 
newspapers and magazines from beyond 
“the curtain ?” etc, « 


% 


These are specimens ot what I wanted to 
get something to know about. Some of the 
questions our guides simply refused to do 
any thing about and added that in their 
opinion we non-Communists had no manners 
because of our being so inquisitive. 

We did not see any western non- 
Communist newspapers or magazines and 
we saw no books published in the western 
world, but many English classics (e.g. 
Shakespeare, Scott, Dickens, Galsworthy 
and Wells)—are published in the USSR in 
English. They promised to arrange for me 
to attend lessons in English at a school, 
but failed to do so. They refused to give 
any material that could prove the (pre- 
tended) low cost of living index. | They 
promised to give opportunities of visiting 
Russian people in their homes, but failed to 
fulfil this. They refused to allow me to 
visit a Danish Embassy secretary in his 
private home in Moscow. And on the whole 
our “ studying ” was restricted to what was 
planned for us beforehand by the Soviet 
authorities, . 

In Tiflis, where the delegation stayed for 
a week, a visit to the State University was 
arranged. Out of 75 students we only 
found four or five who were able to speak 
English or German. When I had spoken to 
one of the English-speaking students for 
about half-an-hour, we had to leave, and 
it was—unfortunately—not possible for us 
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TERENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
? 


This pledge, signed by each member, is’ 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 


YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQ UARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St, WC! 
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ARNE JACOB HERMANN]™ 


The writer joined the Danish section of 
the War Resisters’ International in 
1947, matriculated at Copenhagen 
University 1949, became chairman of 
the Copenhagen Young  Radical- 
Liberal Association 1950 and was dele- 
gate to the Congresses of the Liberal 
international 1950 and 1951 and to the 
Congress of the World Federation of 
Liberal and Radical Youth 1951. He is 
editor of the independent Left Wing 
students’ magazine, The Misletoe. The 
article has not been translated: it was 
written in English by the author. 


to meet again. But as we had found out 
that we did not know enough about each 
other’s countries, I suggested that we ex- 
changed addresses and started a corres- 
pondence. To this he replied with an em- 
barrassed smile, “I cannot do that, it is 
not allowed.” 
*% 


We heard much about peace and_ the 
“fight for peace.” It was depressing to 
notice that when they spoke about peace 
(and they often did) they never failed to 
represent the western countries as bellicose 
and eager to undertake another war. It is 
understandable, I think, that they regarded 
our Conservative fellow delegate as a “war 
monger.” A pacifist attitude, however, as 
expressed by the Georgist representative 
and me, seemed to cause laughter only. A 
question from me concerning conscientious 
objection and alternative service was ob- 
viously regarded as another lack of man- 
ners and when they replied they showed con- 
tempt of people that “were not willing to 
defend their fatherland.” They refused to 
recognise non-violence as a means of fight- 
ing. Curiously enough a copy of Peace 
News, which I had brought with me, mys- 
teriously disappeared from my hotel room 
in Moscow, 

One of our tasks in the USSR was to 
promote friendship between the Danish and 
the Soviet youth. We non-Communists tried 
very keenly to do this. It seemed however, 
completely impossible to get any contacts 
for starting correspondences, exchange of 


— a ee) 
information between e.g. students organisa- 
tions, exchange schemes for young people or 
anything in that line, which, I believe is 
essential in promoting international friend- 
ship and understanding. 


~ 


Since my return people have often asked 
me if my experiences in the Soviet Union 
had made me doubt my pacifism, Though 
no Christian, I fully agree with Dr. Soper 
when he stated at the Methodist Conference 
in Bradford in 1950 that: Communism is 
better than war. And I add (as_ Dr. 
Soper did): Intellectually I detest Com- 
munism. As practised in Russia I abhor it. 


We must realise, I think, that if we co- 
operate with the “ Partisans”? we support 
the Cominform. We should however make 
the countries of the Cominform realise that 
although we are strongly opposed to their 
system of government, we believe that their 
world and ours can live peacefully together. 
We should go on working for East-West 
trade, recognition of Communist China, 
stopping of non-democratic measures 
against Communists in our own countries, 
and last but not least: Make. our own poli- 
tical leaders realise thatthe way to stop 
Communism is a universal raising of the 
standard of living. This cannot be done 
satisfactorily as long as the present rearma- 
ment drive is going on and as long as the 
ignorance of and the (prejudices against 
birth control are so great as they at present 
are. 

I should like to finish this short article 
about my experiences in Russia and my view 
of International Communism by quoting a 
passage from a resolution passed by this 
year’s congress of the Liberal International, 
which, I think, very well says what ought 
to be done to prepare peace in a world pre- 
paring for war. The congress declared 
“that neither peace nor freedom can be 
secure while millions of people are living 
in poverty and are faced by the threat of 
starvation. It therefore appeals to all the 
free and prosperous nations to do their ut- 
most to improve the lot of the peoples in 
the under-developed countries, thereby ful- 
filling a humanitarian duty, and serving the 
eause of both peace and freedom.” 


After reading a world famous paper manufacturer’s boast that 


“our fast 


modern machines use 10,000 trees each day, 


” 


CHARLES VARNEY slipped into the future to find out— 


How PEACE CAME 
TO BRITAIN 


XTRACT from Hansard, Report of Parliamentary Speeches 


for Feb. 29, 19—. 
motion, 


The Prime Minister speaking to the 
“That this House declares that war is economically 


impossible and therefore morally untenable; we cannot support or 


>, 
: 


sanction another 


I admit that the Government have not come to the decision embodied in the 


Resolution easily, nor willingly. 
are broke. 


When our former great Leader and Prime Minister decided upon 


It is the result of sheer hard economic facts. 


We 


New books and pamphlets 
THE WORLD’S FOOD 


Four Thousand Million Mouths, a sym- 
posium edited by F. Le Gros Clark and 
N. W. Pirie. Oxford University Press, 
12s. 6d. 

AT present the world’s population, which 

“~~ stands at approximately 2,300 millions, 

is increasing at the rate of one per cent. per 

year. It is possible—and indeed likely— 
that within the lifetime of some who are 

now children that total will mount to 4,000 

millions. 

How then will these 4,000 millions be fed, 
for even today the much lower world popu- 
lation suffers periodic famine, and steady 
malnutrition is the fate of millions ? 

Leaving aside the question of the desir- 
ability (or necessity) of population control 
the specialist contributors to this sym- 
posium have tried to indicate how our pre- 
sent knowledge and skill could be applied 
now in achieving greater food production. 

The destruction of top soil, waste through 
plant diseases, insect and rodent infestation, 
and primitive methods of transport, all 
play their part in reducing the amount of 
food available for human consumption, Not 
only will these sources of waste have to be 
stopped, but soil fertility must be built up 
and new agricultural techniques introduced, 
if we are even to attempt to solve the prob- 
lem of feeding the millions of hungry 
mouths. 

Failure to solve that problem might well 
be disastrous not alone for the Asiatics who 
would die of hunger but for the Europeans 
whom the survivors might hold responsible 
for such deaths. ROBERT GREACEN 


RACIAL VOLCANO 


Struggle for Equality, by P. S. Joshi. Hind 
Kitabs, Ltd., Bombay, 13s. 6d. 


MPPHE author has deseribed with substan- 

tial accuracy and objectivity the facts 
and figures relating to the South African 
Indian community and the growth of 
racialism in the Union. 

No-one, after reading this book, can 
accept the Malanite doctrine that, non- 
whites (including Asiatics) being inherently 
inferior to the whites, who are inherently 
superior, this is a purely domestic question 
in which the United Nations have no con- 
cern. The mutteyings of the racial vol- 
cano are already audible. 

The book has added authority from a 
Foreword by Sir Maharaj Singh, Governor 
of Bombay, and a former Agent-General of 
the Government of India in the Union. 

H. S. L. POLAK 


We did not say it... 


I do not see how the Labour Party can 
have a satisfactory home policy as long as 
it is being dragged behind a mistaken 
American world policy in its international 
behaviour.—G. D. H. Cole, Labour’s Nor- 
thern Voice, Dec. 1951. 

Any attraction that may have lurked in 
Dutt’s eloquent, if rather over-familiar, ex- 
position of the Communist view was far 
more than offset by the revelation that on 
no point was he prepared to admit that the 
Kremlin could ever be in the wrong. 

—‘Critic,” New Statesman, Dec. 8, 
1951. 


a programme of rearmament unparallelled in our history, his advisors 
placed too much emphasis on the importance of uranium, sulphur, 
nitro-glycerine, steel, oil, wool, cotton, coal, tanks, planes, bbmbs—both 
A and H—as well as bacteriological weapons. 


He was, I regret to say, very badly advised. 
overcome the problem of paper. 


As members know, the world has been consuming at a terrific rate 
the raw materials that nature has so bountifully supplied. We are 
now faced with the fact that whilst we have access to tha vast wheat 
areas of the world, and our coal and uranium production is higher than 
ever, textiles, steel, and food of all kinds are available and our barns 
bursting with goods, our system has nevertheless come to a halt. 


We have run out of paper. 


Owing to our failire to find a suitable substitute for timber— 
paper has practically disappeared. In order that these speeches, which 
Hon. Members will want recorded in the proceedings of this House, 
can be printed, the Government have traded the aircraft carrier 
“Gorgeous” to Liechtenstein for five tons of newsprint. That is 
merely one aspect of our difficulties. . 

We are faced with an unprecedented crisis. Ever since the second 
of the World Wars mankind has relied upon direction and 
regimentation by Governments. He has been fed, clothed, housed, 
educated, employed and, if the House will pardon the unparliamentary 
term, “ pushed around” for sq long that he is no longer quite able to 
act on his own initiative. 5 . 

Like sufferers from diabetes, the people need injections. The grey 
matter en masse is only motivated by the sight of a piece of print. No 
daily press, means no thinking. Thousands of people are today 
wondering what they are to do. -" : 

No propaganda has been issued from the Ministry of Information 
for 72 hours. ‘The Ministry of Food cannot dispatch supplies— 
although we have more trains and lorries than we need—because they 
cannot supply the butcher, the baker and the candlestick maker with 
the buff forms without which the food cannot be moved. 

Worse is to come; the War Office, the Air Ministry, and the 
Admiralty have today reported that they have parted with their last 
supplies of printed paper. Consequently all shipments of arms, and 
movements of troops, ships, and planes are at a standstill. | 

Our experts did not understand that the first step in destroying our 
enemies is not to pull the trigger. It is to fill up a supply sheet. 

The Government have managed to secure an option on a small 
supply of paper from the North Pole Republic in exchange for six 
H-bembs. The North Poleans, I understand, reauire these to establish 
a central heating plant in their new Igloo Housing Plan... 

For thousands of years man has discussed this question of Peace 
or War. He hastried to argue it on religious, moral, and even 
economic grounds. Today, we have no option as to the decision we 
must make. We cannot make war without paper; therefore we cannot 
go to war. : 7 

The only alternative is peace with a modicum of paper, and that 
is the spirit of the Resolution which this House is asked to support... 

In reply to a question as to the intention of the Government in 
regard to the use of the supply of paper under option, with the North 
Pole Republic, the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Lernat Last said: ““We 
have decided that in the interests of economic security the message 
of peace is our best investment and all available paper will temporarily 
be allocated to Peace News. 


They forgot to 


| Up and Doing in 1952 


The display of Peace News by a newsagent is often 
due to the initiative of one of our readers. 

A friendly chat with the newsagent, an offer to 
purchase one or two unsold copies at the end of the week 
should the display of the paper fail to attract purchasers: 
this is one of the many ways in which you can help PN to 

weather the economic blizzard and at the same time 


further the cause of peace. 
H.F.M. 
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‘HUMAN BARRIER’ 
MAN SUMS UP 


“Soldiers were neutral’’ 
By OLWEN BATTERSBY 


“NPE Welsh people are a deeply religious 

people,” Eirwyn Morgan, pacifist. and, 
Welsh Nationalist told a meeting at Friends 
House, London, recently. ‘It is not sur- 
prising therefore that the beliefe in ‘Soul 
force,’ or ‘Truth force,’ or ‘Love force 
should gain support in Wales.” 


It was to protect the rights of Wales that 
the Welsh Nationalist Party went into non- 
violent action in September last. 


In a leaflet widely distributed in the 
neighbourhood, they state: ; 
“The War Office claimed an_ addi- 
tional 5,000 acres to extend its Traws- 
fynydd camp. There was practical un- 
animity in Wales against the plan, be- 
cause it would harm Welsh national life. 
Yet the government in 1951 decided to 
ignore the united opposition democrati- 
cally expressed.” 


‘In no unfriendly spirit ” 


The leaflet describes the action of the 
Government as “shameless aggression ’ 
and adds: . 

‘““We therefore oppose the violation of 
our land actively without violence. We 
act in no unfriendly spirit towards oft- 
cers and men at the camp; we only con- 
test the Government’s right to disrupt 
Welsh life. 

“ Like all honourable men and women 
of all nations, we defend our land and our 
national heritage when they are violated, 
and we invite your moral support.” 

At the same time a letter was sent to the 
Commanding Officer at the camp explaining 
why they were “forming a human barrier 
to prevent the passing of vehicles to and 
from the Trawsfynydd Camp” and _ con- 
cluding “ We wish to emphasise that we act 
in no spirit of malice towards you per- 
sonally, nor towards those under your 
command.” 

From 9.30 to 4 p.m, all activity in the 
camp came to a halt. On the second occa- 
sion, Sept. 28, the Nationalists altered their 
technique: they doubJed the number of 
squatters, and they gave prior notice of 
their intentions. 

On both occasions it seemed that the sol- 
diers were neutral, the police were cour- 
teous, and the Press sympathetic. 

The front pages of most of the British 
dailies carried large headlines: “ Human 
Barriers Across Roads”; ‘“ Lorries just 
had to Wait,” “On the Land of their 
Fathers,” “Seventy Five Lie Down,” 
“* Peace Army Holds up Invasion.” 

Questions asked at the close of the meet- 
ing showed that pacifists wondered whether 
similar action might be taken effectually 


in regard to the greater question of Peace 
or War. 


And pride is a creeping 
Judge not. 


~ 


Self-righteousness becomes the loud 
Anger that makes men and nations blind. 


Do not be led. But go your way in faith, 

Trusting the new words that your heart will give you. 
With acts of love describe the means of truth! 

Peace is the word. And peace be with you. 


MUSICIANS’ PEACE MEETING 


Formosa the 


key to Korea 


“That this meeting is strongly of the opinion that every 
effort should be made to reach a cease-fire in Korea, and further 
that the main obstacle to reaching such an agreement is the 
American use of the island of Formosa to commit aggression 


against China.” 


wUCH was the text of a resolution, for- 
\7 mulated by Sir John Pratt and_passed 
unanimously at a meeting at Friends 
House, Euston Road, on Tuesday last. 

The meeting was organised by the Musi- 
cians Organisation for Peace, President: 
Sir Adrian Boult, which urges all musicians, 
irrespective of their political convictions, to 
assert their democratic rights and respon- 
sibilities as citizens to do all in their power 
to arrest the drift to war. 

*“ Formosa is the key to what is happen- 
ing in Korea,” said Sir John. America is 
aiding Chiang Kai-shek with arms and 
money in order to blockade the coast of 
China, to bomb her cities, and to stir up a 
revolutionary movement against the new 
government. But Formosa appeared sel- 
dom in the news. 


Step towards use of A-bomb 


While she was still being subjected to 
aggression in Formosa, China could not be 
expected to support a cease-fire in Korea, 
and because she did not do so she would 
be held responsible for the breakdown of 
the cease-fire negotiations and would re- 
ceive the atomic bomb. - 


To press for the cease-fire in Korea 
while ignoring Formosa was one step 
towards the use of the atomic bomb. 
What Mr. Churchill should say to Presi- 

dent Truman in Washington was that 
there could be no true peace in the Far East 
until American troops and money were 
withdrawn from Formosa, and the Peking 
government had received recognition. 


The truth about Korea, said Sir John, 
had been deliberately withheld. 

Only because the public had been hood- 
winked and deceived did they acquiesce in 
the horrible things that were happening. 

On June 25 it was announced that the 
North Koreans had set out to attack the 
whole of Korea, and that the Russians had 
launched their puppet on the world. 

It was a flat lie given to the public to 
enable Truman to win the votes of the 
McCarthy-MacArthur school of politicians 
in the next Presidential elections. 

If at the appropriate moment we had had 
a government with sufficient courage to tell 
America that if she did these things she 
could count us out, then we might have en- 
abled Truman to take a more courageous 
and independent line, and we should have 
won the respect of the American people. 

Sir John Pratt then outlined the history 


PEACE IS THE WORD" 


Put away opinions, for they are proud, 


sickness of the mind. 


JAMES KIRKUP 


Notes for your Diary 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


of American-Chinese relations from the end 
of World War II until the outbreak of the 


Korean war, when President Truman 
stated: “‘Communism is now taking to 
armed invasion for the spread of 


Communism.” This was a gigantic lie. 


When the Korean war broke out both 
China and Russia were taken completely by 
surprise and both held anxiously aloof. 
Russia gave no aid to the North Koreans 
even when a little might have turned the 
scales decisively in their favour, and China 
intervened only four months later when 
her own territory was threatened by the 
march of MacArthur’s army to 
Yalu river. 


Missing from Cmd. 8078 


“Yeu it is on this lie that the huge re- 
armament programme of the world is 
based,” said Sir John Pratt. 


The facts, in his view, were as follows: 

It was at dawn on June 25 that Syngman 
Rhee attacked the North Korean army; 
the State Department appealed to the 
Security Council, declaring that the North 
Koreans had been guilty of aggression. and 
that same afternoon the North Koreans 


were condemned, unheard, on a charge for | for want of fin 


which no evidence was adduced. 

On June 29 Truman made a speech to 
the Annual Convention of the American 
Newspaper Guild in Washington; within 20 
hours, he said, the Security Council passed 
their resolution “after hearing the report 
of the United Nations Conimission label- 
ling the Communist action as an unpro- 
voked act of aggression.” 

This again was a deliberate lie. The 
United Nations telegram from Seoul did 
not say it was aggression, nor did it say 
who began it. It merely said that each side 
accused the other. The State department 
published Acheson’s speech in a pamphlet 
which purported to contain all the relevant 
documents, but this telegram, the one vital 
document in the case, was omitted. It was 
omitted also from the British White Paper 
on Korea laid before Parliament. (Cmd. 
8078). 

The lie achieved its purpose and we were 
led to believe that our soldiers were fight- 
ing in Korea because it was our duty to 
uphold the principles of the United Nations 
Charter. We now know that it was merely 
because Truman insisted that we should 
support the policy that would help him to 
win the next election. Should we not there- 
fore have the moral courage to say ‘‘ No” 
to America when we are asked to adopt a 
policy that is dishonourable and disastrous. 


A 1914-18 war resister 


In opening the meeting the Chairman, | 
Frank Merrick, said that he had been a war 
resister since the 1914-18 war, and nothing 
that had happened since had shaken the 
conviction that had caused him to take 
that stand. When one considered the rea- 
sons for which wars were undertaken: War 
to end War, the rights of smal! nations, 
a land fit for heroes, and a world safe for 
democracy, one realised the astounding 
failure of war to achieve its objects. 

Vice Presidents of the Musicians’ Or- 
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ARMS RACE 

HAS STRANGLED 

—Sir John Pratt|COLOMBO PLAN 
—Harold Wilson, M.P. 


T a Christian Action Luncheon 
Forum recently, the Rt. Hon. 


Harold Wilson, MP, said that at 
least three-quarters of the population 
of the world were living, and dying, 


in conditions of hunger and poverty. 

“We see the certainty of a growth in 
world population involving between 1,000 
and 1,500 million more mouths to feed be- 
fore the end of this century,” he continued. 

“We are faced with the need to invest 
10,000 million dollars’ worth of resources 
and equipment in the under-developed 
areas each year. We see, against that, an 
actual rate of investment of little more than 


1,000 million dollars each year. 

‘““We see the international agencies of the 
United Nations scratching at a problem 
which in terms of human lives and human 
destruction far transcends the worst fore- 
casts that have been made of atomic bom- 
bardment.” 


Wrong priority 


The Colombo Plan, the most imaginative 
scheme yet devised for’ attacking world 
poverty in a region embracing a quarter of 
the world’s population had been almost 
strangled at birth. 

Even that plan at its best would not have 
been sufficient even to maintain, much less 
improve, the standard of life of the people 

| in that area. Yet that plan was withering 
ance, while the capital equip- 
ment required for the various development 
projects was denied to those projects 
through the prior demands of world rearma- 
ment. 

* A pound or a dollar spent on raising 
the standard of life of the peoples of the 
backward areas of the world is a more 
fruitful contribution to world peace than 
another pound or another dollar spent on 
tanks or guns or bombing planes,” de- 
clared Harold Wilson. 

If the Western nations were going to de 
vote so much of their energy, resources and 
finance to rearmament, it was vital that 
they should devote far more energy, far 
more resources and far more finance to the 
establishment of an effective international 
authority charged with the duty of promot- 
ing the speedy development of the backward 
areas of the world. 


BOOKS FOR YUGOSLAVIA 
To the Editor 


‘ AY I ask your readers who would like 
to do a kindly act to buy a simple 
English book and send it to the young girls 
of 16 English Class, VI Zenska Gimnazija, 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia. 
These girls need English books; they 
want to know about us, Sending a book 
will be a goodwill message and a seed for 


peace. 
JACK K. NUTLEY 
31 Danvers Road, Tunbridge. 


ganisation for Peace are: Sir Arnold Bax, 
Paul Beard, Arthur Benjamin, Lennox 
Berkeley, Benjamin Britten, Edward Clark, 
Edward Dent, Gerald Finzi, Scott Goddard, 
Maurice Jacobson, Parry Jones, Humphrey 
Littleton, William Parsons, Peter Pears, 
Sir Hugh Roberton, Thomas Russell, Cyril 
Scott and Michael Tippett. 

The Secretary is Ralph W. 


Wood, 5 
Doughty Street, W.C.1. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS, Vegetarian Guest 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


— - Howe. Rest and comfort id beanuf 
_Aa this ia a free service, we reserve tha Tuesday, January 8 LATEST TIME for copy: Monday seenery. Arthur and nthenine Lodi a PEACE WORK is available for all 
right ta select for publication notices sent, BIRMINGHAM: 715 p.m. Dick Shep. | "Oring befere publication. The Briara, Crich. Near Matlock. Tel; | olunteer at Peace News office. Day-time 
in. We neverthelesa desire to make it as} purg Ho.. Holloway Head: ‘New Yeur TERMS: Cash with arder. 8d. per word, | Ambergate 44 ° “|and (every Wednesday evening we shalt 
complete a service as we reasonably can.| Revolutions’: PPU. minimum Zs. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). FRESHWATE ; ‘ be grateful for help. Write, phone. or 
Bz ad therefore urge organiseru of events to: Pleaseidon'tieendmatamps in payment. ern eae oR BAY. Isle of Wight. just drop in to Peace News (STAmford 
l. Send notices to arrive not 2 . except for odd pence. Maximum length Im Dole t rivale Hote}, overlooking bay. |} Hill 2262), 8 Blackatock Road (above Fish 

W ednesday, January 9 69 words ddresa for Box No. replies: H and C water all rooms. From 5 gns. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address)—preferably in 
that order and style. 


| 
Saturday, December 29 


LEYTONSTONE: Friends Mtg Ho; 
Christmas party; Particulars from Moira 
Clark, 88 Woodside Park Ave, E.17. | 

Wednesday, January 2 


SOUTHEND: .New Year Social; All 
PPU members invited; PPU. 


later than Monday morning. 


Thursday, January 3 


LONDON, W.C.2: 12.80 p.m. Lincolr'’s Giydeest 
Inn Fields; Open-air Mtg; Robert Horni- | Ui¥ee Ot. 


man; PPU. Rev. A. A. 


ROCHDALE: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg Ho; 
A Monthly mtg; Reginald Reynolds: Friends 
ST. ALBANS: 6.30 p.m. Friends Mtg! Peace Committee. 


LONDON, W.C.2: 4.30 p.m. Westminster 
Friends Mtg Ho, St. Martin's Lane; Lon- 
don Area Get-Together: All London mem- 
bers welcomed: PPU 


Friday, January 4 


Ho, Upper Lattimore Rd: New Year 
Party for boys of the Lensford Rd. Hostel; 
FoR. 
Saturday, January 5 
ELTHAM: 7.30 p.m. Progress 
Moek Tribunal; PPU. 


Sunday, January 6 


SHENFIELD: 3 p.m. Seoute Hut. 
‘Tabor’s Corner; “The Quakers and Peace’; 
Reginald Reynolds; Friends Peace Com- 
mittee. 


Hall; 


Monday, January 7 


MANCHESTER: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg 
Ho.. Mount St; Stuart Morris; Centrat 
Group; PPU. 


Peace News {ls open for the expression 
of all pointa of view relevant to pacifism. 


Articles in it, whether aigned or unsigned. | Inn Fields: 
do not necessarily represent the policy of}man: PPU, 
the Peace Pledge Union, of which it is 
the weekly organ. Nor does the acceptance 
of advertisemente imply any. endorsement 
of, or PPU consexion with. the matter 
advertised. 


Gardena: 


CRAWSHAWBOOTH: 
nald Reynoldx: Friends Peace Committee. 
LONDON, W.C.L: 7 
pard House: 6 Endsleigh St; 
Yiolence Commaision; PPU. 


OLDHAM: 7.30 p.m. Reginald Reynolds; 
Friends Peace Committee. 
Saturday, January 12 
GLASGOW: 3 p.m. Community Ho. 214 


Sunday, January 13 
ROCHDALE: 7.45 p.m. Friends Mtge Ho: 


Public mtg: Reginald Reynolds: Friends 
Peace Committee. 


Thursday, January 17 
LONDON, W.C€.2: 12.30 p.m. Lineoln‘a 


Friday, January 18 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.80 p.m. 8 Endsleigh 
AGM: Central London PPU. 


7.30 p.m. Regi- 


p.m. Dick Shep- 
Mtg of Non- | to_ publication. 


amd pro rata. 


7. The Gospel of 
follows. 


“Christian Certainties ": The 
Bowyer. Belshill; FoR. 


Sea front. small 
Mary's Bay, 
ehurch 263. 


Thursday, January 24 


CLAPHAM: 


Open-air Mtg: Robert Horni- 
LONDON, S.W.1: 


Morrison, Dr. 


Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS are 
required by the Thureday eight dagw prior 


12s. 6d. per single column inch 


WEIGH HOUSE Chureh. 
W.1. (Bond St. Tobe). Sanday evenings at | ——————-— 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED & 
OFFERED 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE, vege- 
trian and diet reform. Othera welcamed. 
village. 
Ashford. Kent. Tei. 


Stormont Institute. 
mont Rd. Lavender Hill: Pacifist Brains 
Trust; Wandsworth and Clapham PPU. 


Emrys Hughes. MP; PPU. 
Friday, March 21 


minster: Public Mtg; Dr. Alex Comfort. 
Emrys Hughes, MP, Stuart Morris, Sybil | Enquiries welcomed. 
Martin 
Donald Soper: PPU. 


Write Stephen = and 
Phone 421. 


Uckfield. Tel: 176. 
Wella and Brighton, 
ing rest or change weleome. 


Between 


Duke Street. 


Peace! Social hour 


EDUCATIONAL 
ESPERANTO: BEGINNERS’ 


bone Literary Institute. 
Solar, 62 Village Way, N.W.10. 


Innisfree. St. LITERATURE. &c. 


Dym- 


ments. 
Enquiries welcome, please send 
latest list. Housmane 


Tei. STA 2262. 


Stor-- | QUAKERISM 


Information 


Central Hall. Weat- WATCHES, CLOCKS, 10 per 


Niemoiler, Dr. | vice. 
Finchley, N-3. 


Winifred 


SUSSEX. COLUMBINE Guest Cottage. 


Social workers need- | News 
Breakfast in 


start on Wednesday, January 9, ut Maryle- 
Details 


HROUSMANS BOOKSHOP gives prompt 
postal service for all your book require 
Entire profis go w Peace News. 


Bookshop 
News Ltd.) 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. To 


and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Frien@s, free on 


Please liaten to the Week's Good Cause | Note 


in the BBC London Region Programme. | published weekly as a national newspaper 
$8.25 p.m. on Sunday, January 6. 


count available on new guaranteed goods. 


2 and Cook, Stationers, Finsbury Park, N.4. 
Stoner. | __ a ‘ 
POR SALE & WANTED 
ECONOMY LABELS. Suve 


expense 
and envelaper, help 


to pubiieswse Peace 
Peace News Ecanomg 
attractively printed, 


Tunbridge 
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WAR RESISTERS' international wel- 
comes gifts of foreign stampa and an- 
Uuamuged air Mall covers. Please send tu 
WRI, Lanabury House. 88 Park Avence 
Bueh Hii Park Enfield. Middlesex. 
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PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 
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What is Mr. Churchill after | 
in the USA ? 


HAT line is Mr. Churchill 


going to take in USA? — 

He hopes to come back with promises of 
American economic and military aid which 
will ease the situation here and enable the 
Tory Government to meet some of the prob- 
lems which are now facing it. 

Of course he will be able to present quite 
a plausible case to the Americans. He will 
be able to argue that largely as a result of 
Britain accepting the rearmament policy of 
USA we are now facing a financial crisis 
which can only be met by American aid. 


“We are the A-bomb carrier ” 


The chairman of the newly formed Dollar 
Exports Council of Britain is already in 
Washington and has given to the American 
press an outline of Britain’s case, which 
Churchill will state though in more flam- 
boyant and sonorous language. 


In an interview in New York on Dec. 12, 
Sir William Rootes called upon the U.S. 
today to help Britain maintain and raise the 
living standards of her people. 

“We are the atomic-bomb carrier for 
the U.S. and if we are sacrificed the con- 
tinent will go and the U.S. will be ex- 
posed to greater danger.” 


Now this is rather different from the 
point of view that Mr. Attlee expressed in 
the last Defence Debate. 

Then, Mr. Attlee said: 

“JT never regarded this base specifi- 
eally as a base fram which an atom at- 
tack would be launched against the 
USSR. ... 

“We have always taken the line that we 
must hold ourselves free in this position 
to act with our allies and that any ques- 
tion of the use of this base is for ourselves 
and for decision jointly with our Ameri- 
ean allies.” 

Evidently Sir William Rootes holds the 
view that “we have become the atomic 
bomb carrier of the USA” and that there- 
fore we are entitled to ask that we shall be 
kept above water. 


In tact Sir William goes on to say that 
because of the way that we have obliged the 
USA in this way we are justified in asking 
for a million tons of steel annually to in- 
crease our productivity and to accelerate 
rearmament. 


Americans want more bases 


Meanwhile the American Air Force 
appears to be wanting more air bases in 
this country. 

The London correspondent of the New 
York Herald Tribune (Dec, 8) tells usz 

The U.S. Air Force wants to take over 
more air bases in Britain in order to 
double the number of fighters and bom- 
bers it may base. 

The 3rd Air Force now has about 
50,000 airmen stationed in Britain and 
an unspecified number of bombers and 
fighters. 

Third Air Force HQ confirmed today 
that its chief, Major-General Leon John- 
son, had asked the British Air Ministry 
for permission to “rehabilitate certain 
World War II facilities in the United 
Kingdom.” It wants to about double its 
present facilities. 

The catch is that the Royal Air Force 
also is expanding and is going to need 
more bases too. 

The correspondent of the New York 


® PAUL CADBURY 


(Continued from page one) 


vited delegations were sufficient evidence 
that there was no “iron curtain.” 

If the Russian Government could take 
some step that showed an understanding 
of the reactions of ordinary men and 
women in the West that could make a 
lot of difference in the international at- 
mosphere, 


How Russia views freedom 


It was necessary to realise that the 
approach of the Russians to political issues 
was completely different from the Western 
approach. 

When members of the Friends’ dele- 
gation, for instance, spoke of the 
development of the social services 1n 
Great Britain they were met with polite 
but obvious incredulity. 

On the other hand the Russians could not 
grasp the Western approach to the ques- 
tion of individual freedom. 


Mr. Cadbury said that he did not feel 
that in the West or the East there was 
much deliberate and positive lying in the 
handling of the news. 


There was however a selective treat- 
ment of the news which gave a one-sided 
account of facts and put what was re- 
ported in a wrong perspective. 


He gave an example from a_ provincial 
newspaper’s treatment of one of his own 
speeches, 

From a comprehensive account of the 
Friegds’ delegation’s observations this 
newspaper had selected only what he had 
said on bonuses and other incentives, and 
had published this under the heading: 
“ Terrific bonuses for Reds.” 


Herald Tribune goes on to give some fur- 
ther information about American bases 
here. 


The 3rd Air Force now maintains 13 
big bases in Britain including the five 
which Prime Minister Churchill calls 
** atomic bomb bases,” and has four more 
under construction in the Oxford area. 


More than 130 bombers can be 
stationed on the bases already in use. 


It is interesting to note that the RAF is | 
wanting more airfields too. 


““A headache ”—Air Marshal 


Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir John Slessor, 
Chief of the Air Staff speaking at a Junch 
in London of the R.A.F. Airfield Construg- 
tion Officers Association, (Dee. 15) described 
the problem of airfields as “one of the 
major headaches in the expansion of the 
R.A.F. and to air forces of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation countries.” 

He said: 

“If we are to operate 10,000 first line 
aircraft that means a hell of a lot of 
airfields. The cost to the Western Allies 
of airfields will be pretty terrific.” 
Airfields and runways for long distance 

bombers use up much the same_ kind of ' 
Jabour and materials as new housing 
schemes and all this preparation must 
divert labour and material from the new 
housing schemes which are so urgently 
needed. 


Bargaining with British 


Again it must be remembered that very 
little has been done for providing deep air 
raid shelters for the cities which Mr. Chur- 
chill has admitted may be now open to 
attack as a result of their being in the 
country which has become a bombing base. 

What Churchill will use as a bargaining 
counter in these negotiations is in effect 
the lives of millions of British people. 

Every day that the rearmament pro- 
gramme goes on brings us not greater 
security but in the event of war infinitely 
greater dangers. 

This is ‘Churchill’s own argument. No- 
body who realises this can but feel disquiet 


PEACE NEWS 


and alarm at the bargain’s that are to be 
discussed at Washington. 


Dee. 28, 1951 


SYBIL MORRISON 


RING IN THE PEACE 


The standing army, the arsenal, the camp and the gibbett do not appertain to 


man. They only serve as an index to show where mam is nai... 
of course, that the least change in man will change his circumstance - 


It follows, 
se etf, for 


example, he could be inspired with a tender kindness to the souls oy men, and 


should come to feel that every man was another self . . 
ascendency of this feeling would cause the most striking 


things. 


. every degree of the 
changes of external 


the tents would be struck, the men-of-war would rot ashore; the arms 


rust; the cannon would become street-posts; the marching regiment a caravan 


” 


of emigrants, peaceful pioneers .. . 


~—Essay on War, Emerson 


Ring out the thousand war of old, rina in the thousand years of peace, 


HERE is something about new 
clean pages on which a fresh 
start can be made that appeals to a 


child, and there is still something of 


the child in all of us when it comes to 
the beginning of a new year. 


At this time, either publicly or privately, 
outwardly or secretly, we resolve to do 
something that will, perhaps, improve either 
our own behaviour, or our work, or even the 
world. 

Because these resolutions are often bro- 
ken before many days of the new year have 
passed, there are many who cynically decide 
that there is no point in trying to make 
changes. In,this category are those who de- 
elare, usually with a peculiar kind of com- 
placency, that there have always been wars 
and so there always will be, and appear to 
wash their hands, like Pontius Pilate, of 
any responsibility in the matter. 


% 


If in the history of the world all human 
beings had taken this view, and behaved in 
this way, nothing woull have been changed, 
and it ts to be assumed that we should still, 
in this country, be burning suspected 
witches, torturing and disembowelling those 
accused of treason, and hanging those who, 
driven by sheer starvation, stole a loaf of 
bread. 


We should still condone bargaining and 
bartering away the lives of human beings 
by trading them like bales of cloth, we 
should still legalise public flogging, pillory- 
ing, breaking on the wheel and burning out 
the eyes of criminals, for it was with such 
weapons the State used to “defend” itself 
against its so-called enemies. 

At some stage in the world’s history men 
revolted against these barbarous measures; 
the struggle to release the slaves and to give 


Said in the House... 


December 5, 1951 


Mr. Frederick Peart (Lab., Workington): 
What restrictions are placed on the use 
of Cabinet papers and Ministeria] docu- 
ments for the purpose of authorship and 
publication. 


The Prime Minister: Former Ministers may 
at any time have access to Cabinet papers 
issued to them while they were in office, 
but no disclosure of the proceedings of 
the Cabinet may be made without the 
permission of the King. In view of the 
provisions of the copyright and the 
official secrets Acts, no disclosure of other 
official documents must be made without 
prior consultation with the Government 
of the day. 


Mr. Peart: Is the Prime Minister aware 
that the son-in-law of George Lansbury 
has experienced considerable difficulty in 
getting back papers which he sent, and in 
view of the importance of this, could the 
Prime Minister say what is the position 
with regard to papers which are not of a 
secret character? 


The Prime Minister: That is a specific case, 
ee think I should like to have notice 
of that. 


Mr. Peart: Would the Prime Minister re- 
consider this case of Mr. Raymond Post- 
gate, in view of that assurance? 


The Prime Minister: When my attention 
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New subscription | 
rates for 1952 

WE announced last week that, as from 

the next issue, readers will be asked | 


to contribute an extra ld. towards the cost 
of the paper. 


A selling price of 6d. would be needed 
to cover the costs fully, the 1952 price of 
4d. a week leaves a deficit to be raised of 
some £2,500, at present levels. 


Since the increase will fall heavier on 
postal subscribers we have decided to make 
them some concession in the new rates, 
which will be as follows (for both Great 
Britain and abroad). 


Twelve weeks 
Twenty-four weeks 10s. Od. 
One year oes #3 21s. Od. 


No postage will be charged for extra 
copies sent with existing subscriptions, and 
the cheap trial rate for new readers will be 
3s. Od. for ten weeks. 


Quantities for free distribution will cost 
only 2s. 6d. a dozen post free. The usual 
discounts on regular orders will continue 
for voluntary distributors. 


We confidently anticipate the full sup- 
port of ail distributors and readers in help- 
ing us to weather this change without loss 
of sales. One of the priority resolutions 
for us all in the New Year should be to in- 


5s. 0d. 


crease still further the influence of the 
world’s only pacifist weekly newspaper. 


has been drawn to the case and I have 
been able to look into the matter, I will 
see if there is any occasion to reconsider 
at: 


December 6, 1951 


Mr. James Hudson (Lab., Ealing N): We 
are going away for seven weeks, which 
will be long enough for a great many 
lives to be lost in Korea. The House 
should remain in session in order to 
bring to a conclusion the fighting that 
is going on in Korea. 

Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., Ayrshire, S): As 
representing Scottish soldiers and the 
relatives of Scottish soldiers who are 
taking part im this futile slaughter in 
Korea, 1 join in the protests against the 
dispersal of the House on this occasion. 


Y ’ ™ 


Mr. Victor Yates (Lab., Birmingham, Lady- 
wood): During the past six-and-a-half 
years I have noted the statements about 
defence which have ben made in this 
House, and the defence policy. With 
every debate we have had has come a 
fufther feeling of fear and anxiety. 


When I heard the Prime Minister 
speaking this afternoon, and when he said 
that the more we had deterrents the less 
became the danger, I could not help feel- 
ing that he is living in a world of de- 
lusion and that, in due time, he will 
realise it. The hon. Gentleman who has 
just spoken (Sir R. Cary) referred, at 
the beginning of his spech, to the fact 
that on this side of the House there were 
unnecessary fears, which had been exag- 
gerated, about German re-armament. 
would like to say to him that anyone who 
has been in Germany in the last year 
and has had very close association with 
the ordinary people there would have no 
difficulty whatever in understanding that 
there is considetable and grave fear in 
that country at the prospect of re- 
anmament. 

In September I accepted an invitation 
from the Trades Union Congress of Ger- 
many, an organisation which now repre- 
sents more than six million German 
workers, to go round Germany to obtain 
information and an understanding of the 
feelings of German workers. 


I can say that, without the slightest 
doubt, the overwhelming mass of 
German workers are totally opposed to 
their country being rearmed, and to 
any measure of force which is being 
used in an attempt to do so on the part 
of the Western Powers. 

Im the past 64 years, a few of us who 
now sit on thfs side of the House have 
opposed these gradual measures of re- 
armament. I believe now, as I believed 
then, that that policy was leading us into 
a virious spiral which, unless checked, 
would lead to world chaos and the down- 
fall of civilisation. 

I do not, of course, agree with the out- 
Jook of Mr. Vyshinsky, but I have been 


—In Memoriam, Tennyson 


some measure of justice and help to those 
who committed crimes, often brought about 
by the dreadful horror of their. circum- 
stances, steadily went on until success was 
achieved. 

Today the penal laws are greatly 
changed, and efforts still go on to reform, 
educate and help the criminal rather than 
harden him by violent punishment. 

*% 


Many of the pioneers who strove to alter 
the conditions of their day did not live to 
see the success of their struggle, but they 
never faltered in their work; they believed 
™m tts truth and its validity and went for- 
ward in faith. 


It is easy to talk about having faith, not 
so easy to sustain it under all rebuffs and 
reverses, and pacifists, perhaps, have more 
cause than most “reformers” to become 
cynical, despairing and exhausted, for the 
weight of opinion and propaganda set in the 
scales against them is very heavy indeed. 

Sometimes it seems that only a miracle 
could overturn the balance and set the 
human race free from the evil of war. 

Yet at any moment, as the world revolves 
upon its axis around the sun, a change may 
occur, and pacifists need to be constantly 
perceptive and in touch with the human 
Issues of the day. Miracles do not always 
happen spectacularly and suddenly, so that 
they are instantly and clearly seen and 
understood, but they happen all the same. 

Things can change and do change, not by 
chance, but by the miracle of human good- 
ness and human endeavour, by courage and 
constancy, by fortitude and faith. 


% 


Let this be our New Year Resolution: to 
believe in the miracle which will change 
the heart of man, and to work for that 
change which will bring about the blessing 
of Christmas time—“ peace on earth.” 


LANSBURY’S BIOGRAPHY 
THE LONG RECESS 
DEFENCE DEBATE 


trying to understand what was in his 
mind (at the United Nations). 

It was reported in the Manchester 
Guardian that he thumped the table and 
was in a State of great anger. 

He said that the effective military 
Forces in Great Britain, the United 
States and France more than doubled 
those of the Soviet Union. In the same 
speech he went on to say: 

“From year to year, the United 

States was building up its Army, Navy 

and Air Force, was erecting hundreds 

of Air Bases and arranging an alliance 
embracing even countries from the 
former Axis—Japan, Italy and Western 

Germany—well versed in the business.” 

What Mr. Vyshinsky was saying, in 
effect, was this “Here you are building 
up the most massive and terrific military 
forces, and you come to the United 
Nations in a white cloak as an angel of 
peace.” 

It does not square, it does not 
make sense at all, and I am quite sure 
that the stronger and more powerful we 
make our defence programme, it will, 
instead of bringing us nearer to peace, 
gradualy cause us to drift further and 
further towards the greatest catastrophe 
the world has ever known. 


Now on sale ! 


SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
IN SCIENCE 
AND ART 
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Dr. Alex Comfort 


The text of a recent “Third Pro- 
gramme” broadcast which should be 
in the hands of every scientific 
worker and thinking member of the 
general public. In this talk Alex 


Comfort said: 


+ + « one eminent American .. . 
flatly refused to provide information 
to the Guided Missiles Project on the 
ground that he could not accept res- 
ponsibility for the use to be made of 
it. . . . The development of a unified 
ethieal voice in science ix slow, but 
it xeems to me that its development 
is inevitable.” 
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